Evaluation of cortical visual prostheses microelectrode array function. Description of behavioral feline model.
Felines are highly organized mammals with relatively similar to human structure-functional visual system and they are able to create reflex behavior in response to specific stimulus. Thus, feline model seems to be valuable in checking microelectrode array function in visual prosthetic device before experimenting in human. We believe that reflex behavior developed by cats in our experiment of response to electric stimulus delivered from microelectrode array is a response to phosphenes, similar to light stimulus response.